
Report on the GVMC 

Division Avenue Transit Corridor Brownfield Project  * 

* GVMC is presently managing a $400,000 EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant awarded in September 

2009.The purpose of the grant is to prepare for and facilitate redevelopment along the Division Avenue 

Bus Rapid Transit route.   

The GVMC Brownfield grant work is drawing to a close.  With our partner - NTH Consultants - we have 

met our goals and have succeeded more than we had imagined possible.  Our primary goal was to prepare 

land for redevelopment along the BRT corridor and we did. We had promised to carry out Phase I 

environmental site assessments (ESAôs) for 60 parcels and Phase II ESAôs for 40 parcels.  In fact we 

assessed 72 parcels using only 29 Phase I ESAôs and 26 Phase II ESAôs ï an extremely efficient effort.  

We moved beyond that to do 13 Baseline Environmental Assessments (BEA) and 7 Due Care Plans 

(which were not included in our original work plan!)  Development was about to begin on many of the 

sites and BEAôs Due Care plans were needed in order to proceed. We heeded our objectives and asked 

EPA to expand our scope of work. 

 

For example we played an essential role in the Wealthy 

Jefferson project of the Inner City Christian Federation.  An 

entire city block is under construction with two three-story 

mixed-use, retail-residential buildings south of Wealthy 

Street SE between Sheldon and LaGrave avenues.  Next 

would be three more buildings fronting Sheldon ð one a 

three-story apartment structure; the other two two-story 

townhomes. Another building shown along Logan Street 

could be either apartments or townhomes, depending on 

demand.  As well as providing many ESAôs, we provided a 

cleanup plan, and played a role in the rebuilding of three city 

blocks. 

 

 

 

 

We did assessments on ICCF properties in the second 

block south of Wealthy which will be taken up by an 

academy for low income students.  We did ESAôs on the 

important block at Division and Wealthy which ICCF 

plans to develop with more mixed use.  Now we are 

assessing a five ICCF parcels further east on Wealthy 

which will hold new multi-family buildings.   

 

 

Illustration of ICCF retail and residential building. 
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Urban Market              

It so happened that we could do the ESAôs for the $27 million urban farm 

market on Logan Street and US 131.  The timing was crucial for them (as it 

was for ICCF), and NTH was able to meet the tight construction schedule. 

The Grand Rapids Press reported:   

The market, a project led by Grand Action, the group behind development of 

the Van Andel Arena and DeVos Place, will cover most of a city block at 435 

Ionia Avenue SW and 109 Logan St. SW. It could be the first major project to 

extend the downtown shopping district south of Wealthy St. 

The 3.5-acre site, bounded by Wealthy (north), Ionia (east), Logan (south) and 

US-131 (west), is the former home of the Sonneveldt Produce Company with 

six worn out warehouses that will be demolished in November. 

The vision is to replace them with a 130,000-square-foot indoor/outdoor 

market that could include eateries, a brewpub, a retail incubator, a rooftop greenhouse, meeting space, 

office space and two commercial kitchens -- one for culinary education purposes and one to serve as an 

incubator for fledgling food-production businesses. 

 

 

 

 

  

Urban Market After 
Urban Market Site Before 
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The Century Building 

Diagonally across the intersection from the 

urban market is a vacant, 5 story factory 

building.  We are doing some extensive testing 

of this site.  According to the GR Press the 

owner has plans on the drawing board for an 

$18 million renovation of the 125,000-square-

foot vacant building, which is known as the 

Century Building.  ñThe project would create 

87 apartments and up to 15,000 square feet of 

commercial space on the ground flooré   Plans 

call for one-, two- and three-bedroom 

apartments renting for $450 to $925 a month, 

prices that fall in line with at-market as well as 

affordable-housing rates.ò  

 

Hispanic Grocery  

Mr Carlos Sanchez, Executive Director of the 

West Michigan Hispanic Chamber of 

Commerce, connected us with some folks 

establishing a grocery store north of 34th Street. 

We did a Phase I ESA, Phase II and BEA 

needed for their project to proceed, and 

included a property survey.  Our work for them 

led to helping with the grocerôs purchase of a 

warehouse site near the 28
th
 Street Station.  This 

is an example of how our team is establishing 

relationships of trust within the corridor which 

enables us to expand our work and help the 

communities respond quickly to the potential 

provided by the BRT.  The grocery is the third 

one owned and operated by Pablo and Javier 

Olvera, who also own two other stores in 

Wyoming. 

 

34
th
 Street 

We had helped in the clearing of some parcels 

for redevelopment north of Franklin Street, and 

the seller, used us to do an ESA to prepare for 

his purchase of almost the entire block face of 

properties between 34
th
  and 35

th
 Streets in 

Wyoming (almost two acres).  The new owner 

had been in touch with the cities and us before 

and is convinced of the potential for the BRT 

corridor.   
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Restore the Rapids 

Perhaps you saw the article in the Outdoors 

section of the Grand Rapids Press about the 

project to restore the rapids to the Grand 

River, improve fish habitat and provide a 

kayaking course.  GVMC and NTH tested the 

sediment for a mile up the river behind the 6
th
 

Street dam to see if there would be any 

problems if the dam is changed.  This was a 

unique project wherein samples were taken 

from a boat.  The results are essential for the 

project.  There would be considerable 

economic benefit from restoring the rapids, as 

well as strengthening the whole regionôs 

identity nation-wide as ñGrand Rapidsò.  The 

kayak rapids would be walking distance from 

BRT stations.  The December 4
th
 Press Outdoor page reported the findings that there was little pollution 

in the sediment and there wasnôt as much sediment as many had supposed.  Good news for the rapids 

project. 

Fishers Station  
As commercial realtors became familiar with our program more work came our way.  We took time to 

meet personally with the heads of realtor We were able to do a brownfield assessment on a two acre 

parcel in the Fisherôs Station planned area, just north of 57th Street.  The parcel is for sale. 

Back in our first year we worked on a site which became a training school for emergency medical service 

workers.   

There are many more sites which we will not describe here, but which are now positioned for 

redevelopment. 

Public and Staff Internet GIS Data Access 

Another of our goals was to establish a website 

where the public could have easy access to past 

brownfield assessments.  This is now open.  It is 

part of the REGIS public internet mapping 

service at GVMC.org.  GVMC staff or 

brownfield project staff of REGIS members 

provide data which is entered into the database.   

 

 

 

 


