Grand Valley Metro Council
Board Meeting

Minutes 
November 9, 2023
7:00 p.m. 

LMCU Ballpark

4500 West River Dr.

Comstock Park, MI

1. Call to Order

Chair Gary Cary called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.    

Members Present:

Jim Alles


Cannon Township
Nora Balgoyen

At-Large Member

Mark Bennett


Tallmadge Township

Walt Bujak


Kent County

Gary Carey


City of Walker

Mike DeVries


Grand Rapids Township

Brian Donovan

At-Large

Joshua Eggleston

City of Wayland
Nathan Henschel

At-Large

Melissa LaGrand

Kent County

James Lower


Village of Sparta
Greg Madura


Alpine Township
John Shay


City of Wyoming
Craig Stolsonburg

Village of Middleville
Al Vanderberg 

Kent County

Cameron VanWyngarden
Plainfield Township
Rod Weersing


Gaines Township

2. Quorum Call
Chair Cary stated a quorum of the GVMC Board was not present, so no official business could be conducted.  However, over 90 local officials and their guests attended the event including city, county, township and village governing officials. 
3. Public Comment

None
4. Member Comments

Chair Carey thanked Mike DeVries for his service as Vice Chair and filling in as Chair for the previous fiscal year ending on September 30, 2023.

5. Transportation

Laurel Joseph, Director of Transportation Planning, reported on the activities and successes of the GVMC Transportation Department.
6. Environmental Programs

Cara Decker, Director of Environmental Programs, reported on the activities and successes of the GVMC Environmental Programs Department.
7. Simon Whitelocke, ITC – Event Sponsor

Simon Whitelocke, President of ITC Michigan, addressed the audience.  Whitelocke said ITC was happy to sponsor the event and pleased to see so many local officials.  Whitelocke talked about the importance of collaboration and coordination with local governmental entities and the efforts the Metro Council has accomplished in the area of infrastructure.

8. Adjourn – 8:35 p.m.
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