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PASER Collection Season Begins
The 2018 Pavement Surface 
Evaluation and Rating (PASER) 
season is upon us! Every year 
in April we dust off the GVMC 
pavement condition survey 
van and calibrate it for another 
season of rating our Federal-
aid and local road networks for 
our GVMC members. This year 
our work load is expected to be 
roughly 2,600 centerline miles in 
total within our MPO area.

Our survey van, purchased in 
2006, is entering its 12th season. 
Despite its age and wear and tear 
from Michigan roads, the van 
remains in great condition with 
just over 85,000 miles on the 
odometer. Recent upgrades were 
made in 2015 to maximize our 
initial investment in the vehicle 
to improve reliability and reduce 
operating costs moving forward 

for our partners. Continued 
participation and support from 
our members have made the van 
a successful tool for annually 
inventorying the state of our area 
roads and providing data for 
properly managing our assets.

Improving the conditions of our 
roads is a constant battle, but 
having an accurate and up-to-
date inventory is the first step 
in getting a game plan to do our 
best with the money we have 
available. We are lucky and 
unique in that we are the only 
MPO in the state to have access 
to such a tool as the van. We’re 
able to take annual forward facing 
photos, rutting measurements, 
and roughness (IRI) and ride 
quality measurements. GVMC is 
currently required to provide IRI 
and rutting data on more than 

100 sample miles of our federal 
aid system on an annual basis 
for the Highway Performance 
Monitoring System (HPMS). 
Performing this task manually 
would not only be labor intensive 
and expensive, but could 
potentially put staff in harm’s way 
while trying to collect data under 
live traffic conditions.

As we start to coordinate with our 
members for another collection 
season, keep an eye out for our 
van in your area and give us a 
wave if you spot us on the road. If 
you have any questions or would 
like to know more about our 
process, feel free to contact us.

Mike Zonyk
zonykm@gvmc.org

Mike Brameijer
mike.brameijer@gvmc.org
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Summer is just around 
the corner, and with 
high temperatures and 
humidity comes the 
potential for Clean Air 
Action Days. 

Clean Air Action Days 
are forecast when air 
pollution levels are 
expected to be high 
enough that sensitive 
groups (children, the 
elderly, those with heart 
and lung disease, and 
those active outdoors) 
might start to experience 
symptoms. On those 
days, we encourage the 
community to take part 
in voluntary emission 
reduction activities, such 
as the following:

• Waiting until 6 pm 
to mow lawns and 
refuel cars

• Riding the bus (The 
Rapid and MAX 
Transit offer free bus 
rides on fixed route 
buses while funding 
is available.) 

• Carpooling

• Telecommuting 
(working from home)

• Trip chaining 
(combining errands 
into one trip)

• Avoiding idling 
(skipping the drive-
through)

Visit our new website 
at www.wmcac.org for 

more ideas!

In West Michigan, air 
quality meteorologists 
most often forecast 
Clean Air Action Days 
due to high ozone—or 
smog—levels, which 
increase on hot, 
humid, sunny days with 
southwest winds and 
little breeze. 

There are many ways 
that we educate the 
community about Clean 
Air Action Days, and 
what the public can 
do not only on Action 
Days, but every day, to 
keep the air clean. This 
summer, the Clean Air 
Action display will be 
traveling throughout 
Kent and eastern Ottawa 
County where it will 
be making week-long 
stops at numerous city, 
village, and township 
halls and libraries. The 
display will include Clean 
Air Action promotional 
items, as well as 
information about the 
program. In addition 
to rotating throughout 
the community, the 
display will also be 
making appearances 
at several Whitecaps 
games this summer, 
Celebration Cinema 
North, and numerous 
other community events. 
Please let us know if 
your community has any 

Help Support the Clean Air Action Program
events this summer that 
we could participate in. 
Watch for our new TV 
commercial and listen 
for our jingle on WGRD 
(97.9) and WLHT (95.7) 
this summer too!  

For more information 

about the program or to 
host the Clean Air Action 
display at your location, 
please contact us! 

Above: The Clean Air Action display is stocked with program information 
and freebies to educate the public. Below: GVMC staff participate in several 
outreach activities, including Whitecaps games and other local events. 

Andrea Faber
andrea.faber@gvmc.org

http://www.wmcac.org
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On February 21, GVMC hosted a Transportation 
Alternatives Program training for member jurisdictions 
that have nonmotorized projects programmed in the 
coming years and those interested in learning more 
about the program and process. The training included 
presentations from GVMC staff, Laurel Joseph and 
Darrell Robinson; our MDOT TAP Grant Coordinator, 
Amy Matisoff; and Bruce Kadzban from MDOT Local 
Agency Programs; as well as a round table lunch 
discussion with members who have successfully 
completed the TAP process in recent years, including 
Scott Conners from the City of Walker and Wayne 
Harrall from the Kent County Road Commission. 

At their January meetings, the Technical and Policy 
Committees moved to support State safety targets 
for 2018 based on the TPSG Subcommittee’s 
recommendation. These targets will be evaluated and 
updated annually.

News Briefs
Safety Performance Targets Update

TAP Training

GVMC Has a New Website!
GVMC has updated its website! Now it has a new 
design, but the same address (gvmc.org). We hope 
the new format is more user-friendly and gives all 
visitors easy access to the information they are 
looking for. Please take a look and let us know if you 
encounter any issues. 

New website header

Example of one of the new webpages

2017 Pavement 
Condition Survey 
Report Complete
GVMC staff has 
completed the 2017 
Regional Pavement 
Condition Survey Report, 
the purpose of which is 
to document the annual 
survey undertaken by 
GVMC and its member 
agencies to determine 
the overall pavement 
condition of the federal 
aid road network in the 
GVMC planning area. 

In recent years GVMC 
staff has coordinated 
pavement condition 
gathering with all 
member agencies in 
the region. In addition, 
GVMC regularly provides 
technical assistance 
in the development 
of pavement asset 
management plans 
and other asset 
management required 
activities.

Today more than ever 
the need for accurate, 
up-to-date road condition 
information is critical. 
GVMC annually assists 
local communities in the 
gathering of this data 

on up to 1,600 miles 
of federal aid facilities 
through the use of the 
PASER rating system.

The PASER pavement 
rating system is based 
on a scale of 1 to 10 
with 10 being a newly 
constructed pavement 
and 1 being a failed 
pavement with extensive 
loss of surface integrity 
that is well beyond its 
service life and in dire 
need of reconstruction. 

The PASER ratings are 
then compiled into this 
report and displayed 
in different pavement 
condition data sets. 
PASER ratings for 
the past 3 years are 
displayed region-wide 
and by jurisdiction to 
help our members see 
where their average 
PASER rating is trending, 
while the table at 
the end of the report 
provides a list of all the 
PASER ratings collected 
on the federal aid 
network displayed in 
logical segments.

View the report! Visit www.gvmc.org/
pavement-asset-management.

http://gvmc.org
http://www.gvmc.org/pavement-asset-management
http://www.gvmc.org/pavement-asset-management
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Ada Township Algoma Township
Allendale Township Alpine Township
Caledonia Charter 
Township

Byron Township
Cascade Charter Township

Cannon Township Gaines Charter Township
City of East Grand Rapids City of Hudsonville
City of Cedar Springs City of Lowell
City of Kentwood City of Walker
City of Rockford Gerald R. Ford Int’l Airport
City of Grand Rapids Courtland Township
City of Wyoming City of Grandville
Michigan Department of 
Transportation

Grand Rapids Charter 
Township

Jamestown Township ITP-The Rapid
Georgetown Township Kent County
Plainfield Township Lowell Township
Nelson Township Ottawa County
Ottawa County Road 
Commission

Kent County Road 
Commission

Village of Caledonia Tallmadge Township
Village of Sparta Village of Sand Lake

GVMC MPO Members

Upcoming Events
May 13-16 Mid-American Trails and Greenways Conference | Columbus, OH

May 17-18 NHI Course: Bicycle Facility Design | Columbus, OH

May 22 Spring Transportation Asset Management Conference | Traverse City, MI

May 22-24 AASHTO Spring Meeting | Franklin, TN

June 13-14 NHI Course: Utility Coordination for Highway Projects | Columbus, OH

June 27-28 NHI Course: Utility Coordination for Highway Projects | Garfield Heights, OH

June 1-2 Rolling Forward: Michigan Bicycle Conference | Grand Rapids, MI

June 17-19 IMAGIN Annual Conference | Traverse City, MI

We’d love to hear 
from you...

Please contact us with any questions you have!

Staff Member Contact Information

Abed Itani
Transportation Director

616.776.7606
itania@gvmc.org

Mike Brameijer
Pavement and Asset 
Management 

616.776.7663
mike.brameijer@gvmc.org

Andrea Faber
Clean Air Action | MTP | Public 
Involvement | Consultation

616.776.7603
andrea.faber@gvmc.org

Laurel Joseph
Nonmotorized | EJ | Transit 
Coordination | Land Use

616.776.7610
laurel.joseph@gvmc.org

Darrell Robinson
TIP | Freight Planning

616.776.7609 
robinsond@gvmc.org

George Yang
Safety | Congestion 
Management | Modeling

616.776.7696 
yangg@gvmc.org

Mike Zonyk
GIS | Demographic Data | 
Traffic Monitoring

616.776.7669
zonykm@gvmc.org

http://www.matag.org/
https://www.nhi.fhwa.dot.gov/course-search?tab=1&key=bicycle+facility+design&sdt=04%2f01%2f2018&edt=07%2f01%2f2018&srt=10&sf=0&course_no=142046
http://www.michigan.gov/tamc/0,7308,7-356-82157---,00.html
http://www.aashtospringmeeting.org/
https://www.nhi.fhwa.dot.gov/course-search?tab=1&key=bicycle+facility+design&sdt=04%2f01%2f2018&edt=07%2f01%2f2018&srt=10&sf=0&course_no=134006
https://www.nhi.fhwa.dot.gov/course-search?tab=1&key=bicycle+facility+design&sdt=04%2f01%2f2018&edt=07%2f01%2f2018&srt=10&sf=0&course_no=134006
http://www.lmb.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1082:rolling-forward-michigan-bicycle-conference&catid=96&Itemid=94
http://www.imagin.org/annual_conference_home

