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AGENDA 

I. ROLL CALL AND INTRODUCTIONS 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES—Defer action until Committees have separate meetings in
March 2021. 

III. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

IV. TIP AMENDMENTS—ACTION: On behalf of Grand Rapids amendments/modifications 
to the FY2020-2023 TIP are being requested.
Please refer to Item IV: Attachment A

V. PROPOSALS FOR ILLUSTRATIVE LIST OF PLANNING STUDIES—
INFORMATION/DISCUSSION: The committee will review and discuss member 
proposals for planning studies to be compiled into an illustrative list of planning work to 
be considered for inclusion in future year UPWPs. 
Please refer to Item V: Attachment A 

VI. OTHER BUSINESS

VII. ADJOURNMENT

https://zoom.us/j/97159187392?pwd=UDJ2bVpoR3BJTXA1aUFnZmsremxmQT09
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MEMORANDUM 
 

 
DATE: February 10, 2021 
 
TO:  Technical and Policy Committees 
 
FROM: Laurel Joseph, Director of Transportation Planning 
 
RE:  FY2020-2023 Transportation Improvement Program 
 

 
On behalf of Grand Rapids, the following amendments/modifications to the FY2020-
2023 TIP are being requested. Here are the specific requests:   
 

 The City of Grand Rapids is requesting to increase the local and total budgets for 
a FY2021 resurfacing project, which has triggered a threshold increase 
amendment for the FY2021 Local Road GPA. The federal funding associated 
with this project will not change (please see attachments).  

 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (616) 776-7610 or 
laurel.joseph@gvmc.org. 

 



FY 2020-2023 Transportation Improvement Program
February 2021 Amendment/Modifications

Fiscal 
Year

Job# GPA Type Responsible 
 Agency

Project 
Name

Limits Length Primary 
Work Type

Project 
Description

Phase Fed Amount State  
Amount

Local  
Amount

Total  
Amount

Federal 
Amendment 
Type

2021 130608 Local Road Grand 
Rapids

Ottawa 
Ave

Fulton Street 
to Michigan 
Street

0.532 Road 
Rehab

Rotomill and 
Resurface

CON $254,813 $0 $1,608,964 $1,863,777 GPA over or 
over 25%

Fiscal 
Year

MPO Job Type GPA Name GPA Status Current 
Threshold 

Amount

Total Proposed 
Amount

2021 GVMC Local Local Road Proposed $11,446,546 $1,051,253 

February 2021 - Pending GPAs

Total Usage 
Amount

$12,492,780 

Comment

Last federally 
approved threshold 
was $9,350,500



616.456.3060 • FAX 616.456.3828 • www.grcity.us 
5TH FLOOR CITY HALL, 300 MONROE AVENUE NW, GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49503  

 

              
 

 
February 4, 2021 
 
 
Dear Mr. Zonyk, 
 
The City of Grand Rapids is scheduled to receive Surface Transportation Program – Urban (STPU) 
grant funds for Ottawa Avenue – Fulton Street to Michigan Street in FY2021. The estimated costs of 
the project have been found  higher  than the amount in JobNet. We ask that the following changes 
be made to the project information in the Transportation Improvement Program: 
  
 

FY2021 STP-U  
CURRENTLY PROGRAMMED    Project Description  Length    Federal           Local            Total Cost 
Ottawa Avenue Fulton Street to Michigan Street  Milling and two course 0.532   $284,000      $  71,000          $  355,000  
      asphalt resurfacing 

   
  
REQUESTED PROGRAM CHANGE 
Ottawa Avenue Fulton Street to Michigan Street  Milling and two course 0.532   $284,000   $1,579,777      $1,863,777 
      asphalt resurfacing 

   
  

Participating    $1,406,253                                                                                                              
Non-Participating          $   457,524                                                                                                                                        

 

Please let us know if you have any questions. Thank you for your assistance. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Rick DeVries, P.E. 
Assistant City Engineer 
 
cc: Laurel Joseph  Eric DeLong  Karyn Ferrick  Josh Naramore 
 Kristin Bennett  Tim Burkman  Breese Stam 
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MEMORANDUM 

DATE: February 10, 2021 

TO: Technical and Policy Committees 

FROM: Laurel Joseph, Director of Transportation Planning 

RE: Proposals for Illustrative List of Transportation Planning Studies 

GVMC staff is in the process of developing the draft FY2022 Unified Planning Work 
Program (UPWP), which incorporates all federally assisted state, regional, and local 
transportation planning activities proposed to be undertaken in the region during the 
fiscal year as well as GVMC’s annual operating budget. It provides a process for the 
coordination and collaboration of transportation planning activities in the study area and 
is required as a basis and condition for all federal funding assistance for transportation 
planning. See the current year UPWP here.  

In order to make sure the MPO continues to expand our planning programs in ways that 
serve the members and benefit the region, staff has requested proposals for planning 
work that members would like to see GVMC participate in in the coming years and 
incorporate into future year UPWPs as funding constraints allow. Because the revenue 
picture for future years is unknown, these proposals will be compiled into an illustrative 
list of planning projects/studies that staff will draw upon when developing the FY2022 
UPWP and future year work programs.  

As suggested by the Policy Committee, the Technical and Policy Committee members 
have the opportunity to review the proposals submitted (attached) and will discuss these 
proposals at the combined Technical/Policy Committee meeting on February 17. 
Discussion may include recommendations for combining/separating proposals, 
indicating general priority for tackling the work requested, etc. This discussion will 
further inform staff’s efforts to develop upcoming planning work programs. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (616) 776-7610 or 
laurel.joseph@gvmc.org. 

https://www.gvmc.org/unified-planning-work-program


GVMC Planning Project Proposal Form 

Project Name: ________________________________ Submitted by (Name and Agency) _________________________ 

Project Description : 

Total Project Cost: ________________________________ 

Federal Planning Factors – check all that apply to this project: 

Support the economic vitality of the metropolitan area, 
especially by enabling global competitiveness, productivity, 
and efficiency 

Protect and enhance the environment, promote energy 
conservation, improve the quality of life, and promote 
consistency between transportation improvements and 
State and local planned growth and economic development 
patterns 

Increase the security of the transportation system for 
motorized and nonmotorized users 

Increase the safety of the transportation system for 
motorized and non-motorized users 

Improve the resiliency and reliability of the transportation 
system and reduce or mitigate stormwater impacts of 
surface transportation 

Enhance the integration and connectivity of the 
transportation system, across and between modes, for 
people and freight 

Promote efficient system management and operation Enhance travel and tourism 

Increase the accessibility and mobility of people and freight Emphasize the preservation of the existing transportation 
system  

Please describe how this project would address the applicable planning factors. 

This project ties into federal performance-based planning and programming requirements. 

Please explain: 

This project relates to a recommendation from the MTP and/or other on-going MPO planning work. 

Please explain: 

Please provide additional comments about how this project will benefit the GVMC region and/or other information 
you’d like to include.  



Gerald R. Ford International Airport Authority 
Secondary Access Planning Considerations 
February 2021 
 
Please describe how this project would address the applicable planning factors 
 
Several of the specific federal planning factors are addressed individually below.  In summary, the study 
of direct access via I-96 would allow for a comparison of enhancing Patterson Avenue and other arterials 
currently serving the airport’s public access versus providing a more dedicated access linking to I-
96.  Environmental impacts could be assessed and quantified, as well as the impacts with and without 
the project (East Side Access) with respect to traffic conditions of the roadways in the vicinity of the 
airport.  
 

1. The project would support economic vitality by providing the airport with a better connection to 
I-96, reducing the reliance on arterial roadways.  We understand that businesses examine 
airport air service offerings and inter-connectivity in their evaluations regarding where to locate 
facilities. East Side Access could also allow for future development in the area north of Runway 
8L/26R and south of the railroad right-of-way. 

2. The project improves resiliency and reliability as it provides a second access point directly to the 
airport from the region’s interstate network.  While the greatest population density exists to the 
west, many motorists do travel via I-96 and M-6 to access the airport.  As the airport activity 
grows (as it has), we expect interstate access to be prudent to keep pace with demand. 
Additionally, a second access point to the airport provides redundancy in the event of traffic 
accidents or other events blocking primary airport access from Patterson Avenue SE. 

3. The project provides for efficient system management and operation by informing the tradeoffs 
between (a) enhancing the M-6 and arterials such as 44th Street SE and Patterson Avenue SE or 
(b) providing direct access to the airport via I-96. 

4. The project provides an opportunity to evaluate the accessibility and mobility of freight between 
the region and the airport, again evaluating the use of arterials versus direct access via I-96. 
Additionally, future bus rapid transit could be provided on a route that provides direct and 
convenient access to and from the Airport. 

5. In terms of protecting and enhancing the environment and promoting energy conservation, the 
study would allow the comparison of metrics such as VMT and travel time for the existing 
network versus one that includes direct access via I-96). 

6. Finally, the project could preserve the existing transportation system in that it may delay the 
need to enhance the arterials currently serving the airport.  In other words, the east side access 
may delay the need for additional capacity on Patterson, other roadways west of the Airport, 
and associated intersections and freeway interchanges.  

 
Project relates to a recommendation from the MTP or other on-going MPO planning work 
 
The MTP calls for “Ensuring accessibility” stating, “Maintaining easy access to all facilities during busy 
travel times can be a challenge.”  Airport access via I-96 would seem to mitigate long-term traffic 
demand impacts to Patterson Avenue, 44th Street, and arterials serving the airport and the development 
that surrounds it to the west.  Further, the MTP prioritizes “Congestion management” and this planning 
study would inform decisions regarding potential congestion on roadways surrounding the airport.   In 
addition, the MTP articulates a goal to “Further develop an efficient multimodal system.”  The study 



could include evaluation of land adjacent to the airport that could be used to establish a connection 
using another mode of transport to the airport. 
 
Additionally, the 2045 GVMC Metropolitan Transportation Plan issued in May 2020 identified an 
additional access route to the Airport as a primary need to support air transportation in the region. The 
proposed solution recommends developing an access route to GFIAA’s passenger terminal along 
Patterson Avenue north of Oostema Boulevard.  
 
Additional comments about how this project will benefit the region 
 
The Airport’s current Airport Layout Plan (ALP) on file with the FAA depicts long term improvements to 
the north side of the airport, including a replacement for Runway 8L-26R which would be more capable 
and eventually will be necessary to accommodate demand.  The existing and future Runway 8L-26R, as 
well as future East Side Access improvements are all located on the north side of the 
airport.  Understanding the timing, likelihood, alignment, and impacts associated with this potential 
improvement will enable the Authority to make informed decisions regarding land on the northern half 
of the airport, as they relate to air cargo, general aviation, and other ancillary development that would 
also benefit the region.  Even if the East Side Access is constructed several years in the future, the 
planning study would deliver value to the airport in terms of information that could drive further 
economic and social benefits to the community and region. 
  



GVMC Planning Project Proposal Form 

Project Name: ________________________________ Submitted by (Name and Agency) _________________________ 

Project Description : 

Total Project Cost: ________________________________ 

Federal Planning Factors – check all that apply to this project: 

Support the economic vitality of the metropolitan area, 
especially by enabling global competitiveness, productivity, 
and efficiency 

Protect and enhance the environment, promote energy 
conservation, improve the quality of life, and promote 
consistency between transportation improvements and 
State and local planned growth and economic development 
patterns 

Increase the security of the transportation system for 
motorized and nonmotorized users 

Increase the safety of the transportation system for 
motorized and non-motorized users 

Improve the resiliency and reliability of the transportation 
system and reduce or mitigate stormwater impacts of 
surface transportation 

Enhance the integration and connectivity of the 
transportation system, across and between modes, for 
people and freight 

Promote efficient system management and operation Enhance travel and tourism 

Increase the accessibility and mobility of people and freight Emphasize the preservation of the existing transportation 
system  

Please describe how this project would address the applicable planning factors. 

This project ties into federal performance-based planning and programming requirements. 

Please explain: 

This project relates to a recommendation from the MTP and/or other on-going MPO planning work. 

Please explain: 

Please provide additional comments about how this project will benefit the GVMC region and/or other information 
you’d like to include.  



GVMC Planning Project Proposal Form 

Project Name: ________________________________ Submitted by (Name and Agency) _________________________ 

Project Description : 

Total Project Cost: ________________________________ 

Federal Planning Factors – check all that apply to this project: 

Support the economic vitality of the metropolitan area, 
especially by enabling global competitiveness, productivity, 
and efficiency 

Protect and enhance the environment, promote energy 
conservation, improve the quality of life, and promote 
consistency between transportation improvements and 
State and local planned growth and economic development 
patterns 

Increase the security of the transportation system for 
motorized and nonmotorized users 

Increase the safety of the transportation system for 
motorized and non-motorized users 

Improve the resiliency and reliability of the transportation 
system and reduce or mitigate stormwater impacts of 
surface transportation 

Enhance the integration and connectivity of the 
transportation system, across and between modes, for 
people and freight 

Promote efficient system management and operation Enhance travel and tourism 

Increase the accessibility and mobility of people and freight Emphasize the preservation of the existing transportation 
system  

Please describe how this project would address the applicable planning factors. 

This project ties into federal performance-based planning and programming requirements. 

Please explain: 

This project relates to a recommendation from the MTP and/or other on-going MPO planning work. 

Please explain: 

Please provide additional comments about how this project will benefit the GVMC region and/or other information 
you’d like to include.  



GVMC Planning Project Proposal Form 

Project Name: ________________________________ Submitted by (Name and Agency) _________________________ 

Project Description : 

Total Project Cost: ________________________________ 

Federal Planning Factors – check all that apply to this project: 

Support the economic vitality of the metropolitan area, 
especially by enabling global competitiveness, productivity, 
and efficiency 

Protect and enhance the environment, promote energy 
conservation, improve the quality of life, and promote 
consistency between transportation improvements and 
State and local planned growth and economic development 
patterns 

Increase the security of the transportation system for 
motorized and nonmotorized users 

Increase the safety of the transportation system for 
motorized and non-motorized users 

Improve the resiliency and reliability of the transportation 
system and reduce or mitigate stormwater impacts of 
surface transportation 

Enhance the integration and connectivity of the 
transportation system, across and between modes, for 
people and freight 

Promote efficient system management and operation Enhance travel and tourism 

Increase the accessibility and mobility of people and freight Emphasize the preservation of the existing transportation 
system  

Please describe how this project would address the applicable planning factors. 

This project ties into federal performance-based planning and programming requirements. 

Please explain: 

This project relates to a recommendation from the MTP and/or other on-going MPO planning work. 

Please explain: 

Please provide additional comments about how this project will benefit the GVMC region and/or other information 
you’d like to include.  



GVMC Planning Project Proposal Form 

Project Name: ________________________________ Submitted by (Name and Agency) _________________________ 

Project Description : 

Total Project Cost: ________________________________ 

Federal Planning Factors – check all that apply to this project: 

Support the economic vitality of the metropolitan area, 
especially by enabling global competitiveness, productivity, 
and efficiency 

Protect and enhance the environment, promote energy 
conservation, improve the quality of life, and promote 
consistency between transportation improvements and 
State and local planned growth and economic development 
patterns 

Increase the security of the transportation system for 
motorized and nonmotorized users 

Increase the safety of the transportation system for 
motorized and non-motorized users 

Improve the resiliency and reliability of the transportation 
system and reduce or mitigate stormwater impacts of 
surface transportation 

Enhance the integration and connectivity of the 
transportation system, across and between modes, for 
people and freight 

Promote efficient system management and operation Enhance travel and tourism 

Increase the accessibility and mobility of people and freight Emphasize the preservation of the existing transportation 
system  

Please describe how this project would address the applicable planning factors. 

This project ties into federal performance-based planning and programming requirements. 

Please explain: 

This project relates to a recommendation from the MTP and/or other on-going MPO planning work. 

Please explain: 

Please provide additional comments about how this project will benefit the GVMC region and/or other information 
you’d like to include.  



GVMC Planning Project Proposal Form 

Project Name: ________________________________ Submitted by (Name and Agency) _________________________ 

Project Description : 

Total Project Cost: ________________________________ 

Federal Planning Factors – check all that apply to this project: 

Support the economic vitality of the metropolitan area, 
especially by enabling global competitiveness, productivity, 
and efficiency 

Protect and enhance the environment, promote energy 
conservation, improve the quality of life, and promote 
consistency between transportation improvements and 
State and local planned growth and economic development 
patterns 

Increase the security of the transportation system for 
motorized and nonmotorized users 

Increase the safety of the transportation system for 
motorized and non-motorized users 

Improve the resiliency and reliability of the transportation 
system and reduce or mitigate stormwater impacts of 
surface transportation 

Enhance the integration and connectivity of the 
transportation system, across and between modes, for 
people and freight 

Promote efficient system management and operation Enhance travel and tourism 

Increase the accessibility and mobility of people and freight Emphasize the preservation of the existing transportation 
system  

Please describe how this project would address the applicable planning factors. 

This project ties into federal performance-based planning and programming requirements. 

Please explain: 

This project relates to a recommendation from the MTP and/or other on-going MPO planning work. 

Please explain: 

Please provide additional comments about how this project will benefit the GVMC region and/or other information 
you’d like to include.  



GVMC Planning Project Proposal Form 

Project Name: ________________________________ Submitted by (Name and Agency) _________________________ 

Project Description : 

Total Project Cost: ________________________________ 

Federal Planning Factors – check all that apply to this project: 

Support the economic vitality of the metropolitan area, 
especially by enabling global competitiveness, productivity, 
and efficiency 

Protect and enhance the environment, promote energy 
conservation, improve the quality of life, and promote 
consistency between transportation improvements and 
State and local planned growth and economic development 
patterns 

Increase the security of the transportation system for 
motorized and nonmotorized users 

Increase the safety of the transportation system for 
motorized and non-motorized users 

Improve the resiliency and reliability of the transportation 
system and reduce or mitigate stormwater impacts of 
surface transportation 

Enhance the integration and connectivity of the 
transportation system, across and between modes, for 
people and freight 

Promote efficient system management and operation Enhance travel and tourism 

Increase the accessibility and mobility of people and freight Emphasize the preservation of the existing transportation 
system  

Please describe how this project would address the applicable planning factors. 

This project ties into federal performance-based planning and programming requirements. 

Please explain: 

This project relates to a recommendation from the MTP and/or other on-going MPO planning work. 

Please explain: 

Please provide additional comments about how this project will benefit the GVMC region and/or other information 
you’d like to include.  

JosephL
Callout
Proposed by Kentwood to be rolled in with ITP Transit Master Plan 



GVMC Planning Project Proposal Form 

Project Name: ________________________________ Submitted by (Name and Agency) _________________________ 

Project Description : 

Total Project Cost: ________________________________ 

Federal Planning Factors – check all that apply to this project: 

Support the economic vitality of the metropolitan area, 
especially by enabling global competitiveness, productivity, 
and efficiency 

Protect and enhance the environment, promote energy 
conservation, improve the quality of life, and promote 
consistency between transportation improvements and 
State and local planned growth and economic development 
patterns 

Increase the security of the transportation system for 
motorized and nonmotorized users 

Increase the safety of the transportation system for 
motorized and non-motorized users 

Improve the resiliency and reliability of the transportation 
system and reduce or mitigate stormwater impacts of 
surface transportation 

Enhance the integration and connectivity of the 
transportation system, across and between modes, for 
people and freight 

Promote efficient system management and operation Enhance travel and tourism 

Increase the accessibility and mobility of people and freight Emphasize the preservation of the existing transportation 
system  

Please describe how this project would address the applicable planning factors. 

This project ties into federal performance-based planning and programming requirements. 

Please explain: 

This project relates to a recommendation from the MTP and/or other on-going MPO planning work. 

Please explain: 

Please provide additional comments about how this project will benefit the GVMC region and/or other information 
you’d like to include.  







GVMC Planning Project Proposal Form 

Project Name: ________________________________ Submitted by (Name and Agency) _________________________ 

Project Description : 

Total Project Cost: ________________________________ 

Federal Planning Factors – check all that apply to this project: 

Support the economic vitality of the metropolitan area, 
especially by enabling global competitiveness, productivity, 
and efficiency 

Protect and enhance the environment, promote energy 
conservation, improve the quality of life, and promote 
consistency between transportation improvements and 
State and local planned growth and economic development 
patterns 

Increase the security of the transportation system for 
motorized and nonmotorized users 

Increase the safety of the transportation system for 
motorized and non-motorized users 

Improve the resiliency and reliability of the transportation 
system and reduce or mitigate stormwater impacts of 
surface transportation 

Enhance the integration and connectivity of the 
transportation system, across and between modes, for 
people and freight 

Promote efficient system management and operation Enhance travel and tourism 

Increase the accessibility and mobility of people and freight Emphasize the preservation of the existing transportation 
system  

Please describe how this project would address the applicable planning factors. 

This project ties into federal performance-based planning and programming requirements. 

Please explain: 

This project relates to a recommendation from the MTP and/or other on-going MPO planning work. 

Please explain: 

Please provide additional comments about how this project will benefit the GVMC region and/or other information 
you’d like to include.  



February 04, 2021

±0 0.2 0.40.1
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Kraft Connector



GVMC Planning Project Proposal Form 

Project Name: ________________________________ Submitted by (Name and Agency) _________________________ 

Project Description : 

Total Project Cost: ________________________________ 

Federal Planning Factors – check all that apply to this project: 

Support the economic vitality of the metropolitan area, 
especially by enabling global competitiveness, productivity, 
and efficiency 

Protect and enhance the environment, promote energy 
conservation, improve the quality of life, and promote 
consistency between transportation improvements and 
State and local planned growth and economic development 
patterns 

Increase the security of the transportation system for 
motorized and nonmotorized users 

Increase the safety of the transportation system for 
motorized and non-motorized users 

Improve the resiliency and reliability of the transportation 
system and reduce or mitigate stormwater impacts of 
surface transportation 

Enhance the integration and connectivity of the 
transportation system, across and between modes, for 
people and freight 

Promote efficient system management and operation Enhance travel and tourism 

Increase the accessibility and mobility of people and freight Emphasize the preservation of the existing transportation 
system  

Please describe how this project would address the applicable planning factors. 

This project ties into federal performance-based planning and programming requirements. 

Please explain: 

This project relates to a recommendation from the MTP and/or other on-going MPO planning work. 

Please explain: 

Please provide additional comments about how this project will benefit the GVMC region and/or other information 
you’d like to include.  



GVMC Planning Project Proposal Form 

Project Name: ________________________________ Submitted by (Name and Agency) _________________________ 

Project Description : 

Total Project Cost: ________________________________ 

Federal Planning Factors – check all that apply to this project: 

Support the economic vitality of the metropolitan area, 
especially by enabling global competitiveness, productivity, 
and efficiency 

Protect and enhance the environment, promote energy 
conservation, improve the quality of life, and promote 
consistency between transportation improvements and 
State and local planned growth and economic development 
patterns 

Increase the security of the transportation system for 
motorized and nonmotorized users 

Increase the safety of the transportation system for 
motorized and non-motorized users 

Improve the resiliency and reliability of the transportation 
system and reduce or mitigate stormwater impacts of 
surface transportation 

Enhance the integration and connectivity of the 
transportation system, across and between modes, for 
people and freight 

Promote efficient system management and operation Enhance travel and tourism 

Increase the accessibility and mobility of people and freight Emphasize the preservation of the existing transportation 
system  

Please describe how this project would address the applicable planning factors. 

This project ties into federal performance-based planning and programming requirements. 

Please explain: 

This project relates to a recommendation from the MTP and/or other on-going MPO planning work. 

Please explain: 

Please provide additional comments about how this project will benefit the GVMC region and/or other information 
you’d like to include.  
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